T H E C H E M IC A L S O C IE T Y C E N T E N A R Y C E L E B R A T IO N S
A S part of the centenary celebrations of the Chemical Society an i i exhibition illustrating the achievements of British chemistry during the past century and the part which chemistry plays to-day in everyday life was held at the Science Museum. The exhibition which opened in July 1947 was organized by The Chemical Society and the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research in two galleries which had been lent by the Science Museum.
The Chemical Society prepared the first part of the exhibition which was an historical exhibition illustrative of the great advances that have taken place during the hundred years of the Society's existence. How great are those advances will be noted when it is realized that, at the foundation of the Society, Dalton's Atomic Theory was but thirty years o ld ; the study of organic chemistry, as we know it to-day, was in its infancy. Fellows of the Society have figured prominently in the development of the science; and the Centenary was an opportunity to arrange a display under one roof pf many historical exhibits never before seen together.
Among famous chemists whose work was illustrated is Faraday, whose discovery of benzene in 1825 paved the way for the production of a host of new substances used in making dyes, drugs, perfumes and explosive materials. The romance of the discovery and preparation of artificial dyes was also shown, and included Perkin's preparation of the first * coaktar' dye ' mauve,' discovered in 1856. The story of the familiar electric sign, so much in use to-day, was taken back to pioneer work on the rare gases of which the red ' Neon ' light, discovered by Ramsay in 1898 is a spectacular example. The first preparations of artificial rubber were included and many other interesting objects in the history of chemistry during the past hundred years were shown. Each brand of chemistry was under the care of a panel of experts who prepared an account of the progress in the past hundred years which this exhibition served to illustrate.
The Department of Scientific and Industrial Research prepared a modern section of the exhibition dealing with the applications of chemistry in everyday life. Between the two parts o f the exhibition, there was a linking section which explained the processes by which the chemical engineer turns raw materials into the products which are familiar in the day-to-day life of every citizen. This lead on to subjections dealing with such themes as Textiles, Agriculture, Homes and Buildings, Roads and Transport, Fuel and Power, Health and Food. The D .S .I.R . had the co-operation of the Agricultural Research Council, various research associations and other organizations in the preparation of these exhibits; and the Central Office o f Information undertook the design and layout o f this part of the exhibition.
The exhibition proved to be one of the most comprehensive displays in the history of chemical science yet seen in this# country. Objects were collected from many sources, from the universities, from existing museum collections and from private persons and industrial concerns.
The exhibition ran for about two months, and was open to the public, free of charge. 
